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GST DISTRIBUTION 

74. Ms S.E. WINTON to the Premier: 

Can the Premier update the house on the latest forecasts for Western Australia’s share of GST? What will this 
mean for Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull’s promise of putting in place a GST floor? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 

I thank the member for Wanneroo for the question. Last year, Prime Minister Turnbull indicated that when the 
GST share for Western Australia hit 75 cents in the dollar, he would be prepared to implement a floor, below 
which—the 75c mark—Western Australia’s GST share could not fall. The expectation was and certainly the 
budget at that time was that we would hit 75.9 cents in the dollar in 2019–20. A revised set of forecasts was made 
a number of weeks ago. Following the Commonwealth Grants Commission update, it now shows that in 2019–20, 
our share of GST will hit 59c. In other words, the commitment to implementing a floor — 

Several members interjected. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Opposition members could not resolve this issue when they were in government and they 
are now objecting to our efforts to resolve it. 

Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition! 

Several members interjected. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Mr Speaker, if I could — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! I call the member for North West Central for the first and second time; I was on my 
feet while you were talking. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: In 2019–20, our GST share will hit 59 cents in the dollar. That is a disgrace. Despite 
everything that has happened, we will hit 59 cents in the dollar in 2019–20. 

Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition! 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I am now proposing to the commonwealth a way of ensuring that our share does not 
catastrophically dip again. Each year, from this point forward until our share hits 75 cents in the dollar, I propose 
a floor be installed of that year’s GST. The commonwealth will not lose anything and no other state will lose 
anything but it will ensure that our share of GST does not go below the share that it was in any given year until it 
hits 75c when the Prime Minister says he will install a floor. In 2018–19, our predicted level of — 

Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition, you are boring me over there. Please, just be quiet. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: He is boring his colleagues, Mr Speaker. 
In 2018–19, our share of GST will hit — 
Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: Mr Speaker, honestly. 
The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition, I have given you plenty of opportunity. You ask a question and then 
you want to give the answer! Just listen. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: In 2018–19, under the Commonwealth Grants Commission’s forecast, our share of GST 
will hit 49 cents in the dollar. That is where the floor should sit in that year. In 2019–20, our share of GST will hit 
58.9c. That is where the floor should sit forevermore until it goes above that in that year. This is a simple, 
straightforward — 
Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition, I call you to order for the first time. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: You are an embarrassment to the Parliament and your colleagues. 
Several members interjected. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: You are, seriously. 
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Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: Honestly! 
The SPEAKER: Premier! 
Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: I can see why the member for Cottesloe is hanging around now, Leader of the Opposition. 
Several members interjected. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: Despite all his flaws, he is better than you! 
The SPEAKER: Members, come on. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: The proposal is that the floor will kick in each and every year until it hits the 75 cents or 
80 cents in the dollar mark. That will ensure that we can never dip below that level. No state will be worse off and 
the commonwealth will not be worse off — 
Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition, I call you to order for the second time. Your job is to ask questions, 
not get thrown out of Parliament. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: The commonwealth will not be worse off and no state will be worse off and we guarantee 
that we cannot have that catastrophic decline back down to 30 cents in the dollar that we suffered over the last 
couple of years. 
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